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Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 applicant encloses 
a Second Form PTO-1449, copies of the references cited thereon, 
and a copy of a German Office Action issued in a counterpart 
German application on April 18, 2002. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the 
mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, to the best 
knowledge of the undersigned attorney, in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.97(b)(3). Thus, a fee is not due for the submission of 
the present Information Disclosure Statement. 

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement, as seen from the German 
Office Action date of April 18, 2002. 
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References AC to AE and AG are in English. References AF, AH and 
AI are each accompanied by an English Abstract, Reference AH also 
corresponds to AB from which its relevance can be determined in 
English . Therefore, no discussion of the references is required. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider all 
references of record, return an initialled copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 to the applicant and ensure that all references of 
record are printed on any patent issuing from this application. 



Favorable consideration and allowance of claims 1 to 25 are 
respectfully requested. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING: 



Respectful ly submitted , 
Helmut RIEDEL 



Applicant 




Vktl ter F . Fasrse 
Patent Attorney 
Reg. No. : 3 6132 
Tel. No.: 207-862-4671 
Fax. No.: 207-862-4681 
P. 0. Box 72 6 
Hampden, ME 04444-0726 



I hereby certify that this correspondence with all indicated 
enclosures is being deposited with the U. S. Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first-class mail, in an envelope addressed 
to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D. C. 20231, 
on the date indicated below. 




Name: Anita Morse - Dat^f May 23, 2002 
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